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Referring to Mr. J. N. Gupta's appeal to the generosity Mussalmans, the speaker
asked: Had anybody ever tried to conciliate and win over the Mussalmans ? That,
according to the speaker, had never been done.

Taking part in the debate, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singha Roy, Minister-in-charge of
Local Self-Government said that he endorsed every word of his friend and leader,
Mr. J. N. Basu, about the status of India. The speaker hoped that in the final
stages of legislation it would be possible for Parliament to introduce provisions for
Dominion Status in the statute. The Communal Award and the Poona Pact
were a vexed question, But he must say that the Hindus of Bengal felt thoroughly
dissatisfied because of the Communal Award and the Poona Pact.

Mr, Amulya Dhan Ray :   Not all Hindus of Bengal.

The Hatfble Minister continued : Because the Hindu intelligentsia of Bengal
will have no opportunity of working the constitution.

Moulvi Tamizuddin Khan: Are the scheduled classes excluded from the
intelligentsia ?

The fforfble Minister: I will leave it to be answered by the Hon'ble Member
himself. Proceeding, the Hon'ble Minister said that the Poona Pact was an inflic-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi on the Hindus of Bengal.

Mr. Amulya Dhan Ray:   Not all Hindus.

The Hotfble Minister: The upper caste Hindus were coerced to accept it. In
the interest of all concerned, in the interest of the Depressed Classes, I would request
them to meet us half way. In the interest of the upper caste Hindus, in the inte-
rest of the province, in the interest of the Mahommedans and in the interest of us
all, there should be an adjustment.

The Hon'ble Minister observed that the resolution that was passed by the Con-
gress Working Committee at Patna recently deciding to reject the constitution
appeared to him to be very disappointing, very discouraging, from the point of view
of the constitutional advancement of the country.

Referring to commercial discrimination Sir JSdward Benthal said there was a
suggestion that British merchants intended to use this clause for their own advan-
tage and to the detriment of the Indian trade. There was no ground for such
apprehension. The record of the British business community showed that in recent
years they had endeavoured on every occasion to support the just aspirations of
India for development of her industries and he did not think that the people of
Bengal would deny the fact that the Europeans had done their best in recent years
to help along the economic prosperity of this province. He could assure the House
that they would not misuse these safeguards so generously given because they
realised that generous treatment merited generous return.

Referring to the omission of auy reference to Dominion Status in the Report, as
complained oy Mr. Basu and Hon. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, the speaker recalled
the Viceroy's speech at the European Association where the goal was described to
be a position of equal partnership with other Dominions within the Empire under the
Crown. He asked the Indians to be patient and said: "If there is any difference
between me and my fellow Indian subjects on the question, it is one of method and
speed. The time for bickerings for seats, for personal or party advantage is past.
We want that front benches in this House should be occupied by people who have
something to offer to Bengal and who have worked out a constructive programme
and whatever party occupies that front bench I can assure it of the support of
the European Group."

Mr. Amulya Dhan Roy (a representative of the depressed class) contradicted the
statement made on Wednesday by Rai Saheb Sarat Chandra Bal that the scheduled
castes were prepared to reopen the question of Poona Pact. The speaker wanted to
make it perfectly clear that the depressed classes of Bengal were not prepared to
lose a single seat allocated to them by the Poona Pact. The speaker, however, declared
that any negotiation for the modification of the Poona Pact must begin by mutual
agreement with an open mind and on the basis of separate electorate.

B Dealing with the financial aspects of the Report, Sir John Woodhead, the
Finance Member, said that the recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee in regard to Federal Finance followed very closely proposals on that subject
in White Paper, and so far as the provinces were concerned, there were only two
changes. He presumed that final decision on actual quantum would be taken after
conclusion of financial enquiry envisaged in White Paper to review probably the
financial position of both federation and provinces. "I have studied the report of
the Joint Select Committee with considerable care and so far as I can see there
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